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Doing the “Right” Thing

All Certified Financial Planners (CFP®)

We Are Fee-Only

Always a Fiduciary to Clients

Truly Independent Financial Firm

We believe in doing the right thing or as Google used to say,
“Don’t be evil”; however, we believe in taking it one step farther 
and applying the “Golden Rule” by putting our own interests 
after our clients and all other stake-holders.

We voluntarily act in the best interests of our clients 
in every piece of advice we offer, not just when 
government or regulatory organizations says so.

We don’t accept compensation from investment 
or insurance companies. This allows us to put 
you, our clients, first. 

We work for our clients and no one else; 
this allows us to continually build a better 
organization that is dedicated to serving you.

All of our advisors must be CFPs®1 and we 
require 60 hours of continuing education per year 
(2x more than what is required by our strictest 
industry affiliation) so you can feel confident that 
your advisor is one of the most well-trained in the 
industry and is challenged to continually improve.

1Support advisors may be earning their experience requirement but will have passed 

all other CFP certification criteria.
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Our experienced planning professionals offer college 
planning and college loan repayment advice. We can 
help parents and young professionals determine the 
best college funding and loan repayment strategy for 
their individual financial situations. 

College Debt Planning

What’s New?

1Average equity investor, average bond investor and average asset allocation investor performance results are calculated using data supplied by the Investment Company Institute. Investor 

returns are represented by the change in total mutual fund assets after excluding sales, redemptions and exchanges. This method of calculation captures realized and unrealized capital gains, 

dividends, interest, trading costs, sales charges, fees, expenses and any other costs. After calculating investor returns in dollar terms, two percentages are calculated for the period examined: 

Total investor return rate and annualized investor return rate. Total return rate is determined by calculating the investor return dollars as a percentage of the net of the sales, redemptions and 

exchanges for each period.

*DALBAR‘s 24th Annual Quantitative Analysis of Investor Behavior, December 31, 2017.

WHAT IS OUR 
INVESTMENT VALUE ADD?

3%!
The average investor under-
performed the markets by

3%!*

rF strives to reduce costs and apply disciplined investment criteria, 
based off of the latest academic research to help you close this gap. 
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Looking Into Hidden Levers

Hidden Levers is an advanced modeling program 
which uses data from past events to help project 
investment returns for future events (for example, 
the Great Depression, the Technological Boom 
or new presidencies) and models the risks 
and rewards of various events on your current 
investment strategy. It‘s a way for clients to 
visually see how possible events may impact 
their investment portfolios to make better, more 
informed decisions.
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Tax planning is a very important aspect of your financial plan. While we still work 
closely with our partner CPA firms, we strive to continually bring more value and 

reduce costs to our clients. In this effort, we are creating an in-house tax service to 
help more clients have access to great tax preparation and tax planning services.

A new benefit for our current clients!
Because tax prep has traditionally been 
prohibitively expensive for many of our 
clients who do not have overly complex 
situations, we have created this exciting 
new benefit.

Using the latest technology:
We love using technology to make our 
clients’ lives better. We use the most 
up to date technology and processes 
possible to reduce our clients’ frustration 
and labor, while trying to complete every 
return in less than a week.

Our CPA Partners:
HBK – Brett Triplett
226 North Fifth Street, Suite 500
Columbus, Ohio 43215
Office: (614) 228-4000

Harper & Co. – Paul Brousil
1396 King Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43212
Direct: (614) 456-7222

How much does it cost?
If you are a client with more than 
$150,000 under rF management, then it 
is free to use our in-house preparation. 
If you are a gold client with more than 
$750,000, then you may also use our 
partner CPA firms at no additional cost 
to you. Otherwise, if you are a client that 
doesn’t fit into the above mentioned 
categories, then it is a flat $100.

Our process:
1st – Inform us by January 31st that you 
will be utilizing this benefit.
2nd – Upload your documents into the 
Vault or deliver them to our office by 
March 15th.
3rd – Your return will usually be 
completed within 1 week.
4th – We will e-file your return(s) and 
upload your tax documents to your Vault 
promptly once you approve your draft.

Our commitment to clients:
Our commitment to our clients is to 
prepare returns as accurately and 
quickly as possible with the least 
hassle to you. We try to get your return 
done and filed within a week of you 
submitting your complete information to 
us so that you can get your refund and/
or reduce any anxiety there might be 
about potential tax liability.

rF Tax Help

*We only provide tax services to our advisory clients. If you are not looking for a tax preparer and a financial 
advisor/planner, then this service is not for you. 

Learn more at 
rftax.com
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Traditional ESG – This strategy, now more commonly referred to as Environmental, 
Sustainable, and Governance (ESG), bundles the most common social issues that drive 
socially conscience investors which include:
• Environment: emissions, recycling, energy efficiency, reporting/disclosure
• Workplace: diversity, employee relations, health & safety, and human rights
• Product Integrity: marketing/advertising, consumer complaints, and product safety
• Community: relations, philanthropy, and lending practices
• Governance: shareholder rights, executive compensation, corruption, bribery, and fraud

ESG with emphasis on alternative/renewable energy – All of the same criteria 
above with a focus on alternative/renewable energy.*

*Note that this strategy does include greater risk because we are concentrating more in a particular industry 
which is compounded by the fact that alternative energy has historically tended to be even more volatile 
than traditional energy investments. However, we do still drive to create very diversified portfolios to 
manage risk and optimize returns for our clients.

Christian Values – To try and build the strongest and most diverse investment 
strategy for our Christian portfolio strategies, we use a mix of different Protestant 
and Catholic fund managers, but we believe our research and process creates a 
more optimal investment strategy that aligns to a very high degree with most of our 
clients’ Christian beliefs.

Sharia Law/Halal  – We are happy to provide Halal-based investment portfolios for 
our Muslim clients through two fund companies. Amana Mutual Funds Trust and 
Azzad Funds have produced the bare essential investment building blocks so that 
we may confidently provide fiduciary portfolio construction and investment advice. 
Both of these fund companies screen for Riba, Gharar, and Haram. They both also 
assist with the calculation of purification and Zakah.

Values-Based Investing

We believe that our clients should be able to invest using their values and beliefs. We 
are happy and able to build investment strategies to accommodate our clients’ desire 

to align their investments with their values.
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Where We’ve Been

2013 20172015 2016

FOUNDED
Phil Ratcliff founds rebel 

Financial in August of 2013. 
Our purpose is to rebel against 

the greedy norm of the 
financial industry and to put 

people before profit.

DAVE RAMSEY
& PALADIN

rF joins the rankings of Dave 
Ramsey & Paladin’s list of 

approved financial advisors in 
April 2017.

TECHNOLOGICALLY 
INSPIRED

We strive to use the most updated 
technology to allow us and our clients to 

see results and more accurate planning in 
real time. We have been using programs like 
Hidden Levers, eMoney, and MoneyGuidePro 

since 2015.  

LIVE!
rebel Financial debuts the first episode of its 
ongoing LiveBroadcast in September 2016 to 
spotlight local businesses and organizations. 

rF401K
rF introduces its 

own rF401k plan for 
business owners, 

their employees, and 
for individuals who 
are planning for the 

future.  

FOSTERING 
NEW 

TALENT
We welcome new 

interns every quarter, 
so they can learn 

real-life experiences in 
finance, planning, and 
other positions here at 

rebel Financial.

FULL-TIME 
SPECIALIZED 

FINANCIAL 
PLANNER
William is hired 

on after interning 
at rF and adds his 

paraplanning skills to 
rebel’s team. 

EXPANDING 
OUR 

ADVISORY 
EXPERTISE
Tony joins the newly-

formed rebel team as a 
financial advisor.
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Where We’re Going

2021 202520192018

OUR OWN CAMPUS
Our next major step is to create a 

campus for our companies and non-
profits to create an ideal environment 

for work/life while optimizing 
efficiency and minimizing overhead 
to drive ultimate value to our clients 

and the causes we serve. 

GIVING BACK
Our goal is to have our 

non-profit foundation really 
spreading its wings that we, as 
a country, invest in great new 

things for coming generations.

rF TAX
rebel Financial launches a 
new program for tax help 

to its clients.

ADVOCACY
Phil becomes the 
newest member 

of FPA’s Advocacy 
Committee to ensure 

that government is 
taking care investor’s 
best interests before 

investment/insurance 
companies.

SINGULARITY 
FINANCIAL

Singularity Financial is going 
to be a one-of-a-kind financial 
planning company that uses 
non-standard assumptions 

to do extraordinary planning 
to help its clients prepare for 
a technologically advanced 

future.

NEW TECH
In the near future, we’ll 

have our business outfitted 
with new technology as it 
evolves. We want to utilize 
virtual reality, Blockchain, 
and natural language (like 
Google Home and Alexa) 
with our clients to create 
a more streamlined and 

personal experience.

ADVISORS
Our firm intends to hire 

and train even more 
advisors with even more 

specialties to better serve 
our clients.
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Your To-Do List
Here’s a handy checklist for you to better 

plan for your next meeting with your advisor!

Let’s identify some things to consider:

Investment
Do you have any outside investments that you need help with? 
   Are they connected to rFPW?
Do you have any old 401k accounts?
Are there any benefits at work you’re not utilizing?
Do you have any company stock or options we are unaware of?

College Planning
Do you have any outstanding student debt?
Do you plan on going back to grad school?
Do you have children entering college? 
   How far away?

Retirement Planning
When do you plan to retire?
Are there any major changes to life, goals, health?

Estate Planning
Do you currently have a will?When was the last update?
Are all of your beneficiaries up to date?
Have you inherited anything since our last meeting or are you 
expecting inheritance?
Have you devised a digital estate plan?
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Thank You!

Thank you for reviewing us online!

We take pride in supporting all of our clients, partners, friends, 
and family here at rebel Financial. We go above and beyond to 
make sure that our community is better than when we found it.  
We put our money where our mouth is by donating a portion of 

our profits to organizations and institutions across the US and to 
programs that support local and global communities. 

Always giving back!



People before profits

540 Officenter Place, Suite 286 
Gahanna, OH 43230

Phone: 614-441-9605
Fax: 614-441-4150

www.rebelfinancial.com

2018-19 Client Update
rebel Financial is a registered investment adviser. A more detailed description of the company, its 

management and practices are contained in its “Firm Brochure” (Form ADV, Part 2A), which can 
be found at www.rebelfinancial.com or by calling us at 614-441-9605. 

© 2013-2019 rebel Financial | rebelfinancial.com


